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Abstract

The purpose of this workshop is to engage in a dialogue about the concept of “uncertainty”
based on field research relating to law, economics, art, and religion, and to offer a new
interpretation on the rapidly evolving and uncertain world of today.

In recent years, the term “uncertainty” has been used with various meanings in different
academic fields. In this session, we will concentrate on Arjun Appadurai’s Banking on
Words(2016) which is translated as “The Anthropology of Uncertainty (A~ 524 D N 52)”
(2020) in Japanese. This incisive book, which investigates the uncertainty inherent in the U.S.
and Indian financial markets through futures trading, critically examines how the massive
financial apparatus of our time has led to major financial crises, not by regulating the
uncertainty and risk of transactions, but rather by exploiting them to make money. Through a
theoretical conversation with Max Weber, Appadurai analyses the link between financial and
economic crises and ethical flaws. In particular, he focuses on how the body and language relate
to the uncertainty of the financial markets. Sharing this perspective of examining uncertainty
from the micro level of the body, language, and ethics, four young researchers working on
lawsuits in Canada, gambling in Macao, art auctions in Beijing, and ritual in Mexico will
present on this workshop. Further, by adopting a variety of anthropological perspectives from
anthropologists such as Kishigami, Tanaka, as well as the Japanese version translator of
Appadurai’s book, Nakagawa, we aim to deepen our understanding of uncertainty in

contemporary society.
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