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Programme 

 

13:00 13:05  Greetings from Fieldnet Lounge 

13:05 13:15  Opening Remarks from Zhang Shijun (PD, Peking University) 

              The Anthropology of Uncertainty 

13:15 13:45  Nagai Fumiya (Assistant Professor, Keisen University) 

Uncertainty over Certainty of Rights: A Case Study on Negotiations and 

Reconciliation related to Aboriginal Rights in Western Canada 

13:45 13:50  Questions and Answers 

13:50 14:20  Liu Zhenye PhD Candidate, Kyoto University  

Excluded from the Dialogue of Uncertainty: The Case of Guest Workers from 

Southeast Asia in Macau Casinos 

14:20 14:25  Questions and Answers 

14:25 14:35  Break 1 

14:35 15:05  Zhang Shijun (PD, Peking University)  

             Uncertain Beijing Art Market: A Case Study on the Auction Activities 

15:05 15:10  Questions and Answers 

15:10 15:40  Kawamoto Naomi (Visiting Researcher , Okayama University) 

The Sacred and His Names: A Case of an Image of Child Jesus in a Mexican 

Village 

15:40 15:45  Questions and Answers 

15:45 15:55  Break 2 

15:55 16:15 Commentary 1  Kishigami Nobuhiro (Professor, National Museum of 

Ethnology) 

16:15 16:35  Commentary 2 Nakagawa Osamu (Associate Professor, National Museum of 

Ethnology) 

16:35 16:55  Commentary 3 Tanaka Masakazu (Vice President, Professional Institute of 

International Fashion, Professor Emeritus, Kyoto University)  

16:55 17:55  Discussion 

17:55 18:00  Ending Remarks 
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Abstract 

 

The purpose of this workshop is to engage in a dialogue about the concept of “uncertainty” 

based on field research relating to law, economics, art, and religion, and to offer a new 

interpretation on the rapidly evolving and uncertain world of today. 

  In recent years, the term “uncertainty” has been used with various meanings in different 

academic fields. In this session, we will concentrate on Arjun Appadurai’s Banking on 

Words(2016) which is translated as “The Anthropology of Uncertainty ( )” 

(2020) in Japanese. This incisive book, which investigates the uncertainty inherent in the U.S. 

and Indian financial markets through futures trading, critically examines how the massive 

financial apparatus of our time has led to major financial crises, not by regulating the 

uncertainty and risk of transactions, but rather by exploiting them to make money. Through a 

theoretical conversation with Max Weber, Appadurai analyses the link between financial and 

economic crises and ethical flaws. In particular, he focuses on how the body and language relate 

to the uncertainty of the financial markets. Sharing this perspective of examining uncertainty 

from the micro level of the body, language, and ethics, four young researchers working on 

lawsuits in Canada, gambling in Macao, art auctions in Beijing, and ritual in Mexico will 

present on this workshop. Further, by adopting a variety of anthropological perspectives from 

anthropologists such as Kishigami, Tanaka, as well as the Japanese version translator of 

Appadurai’s book, Nakagawa, we aim to deepen our understanding of uncertainty in 

contemporary society.  
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